
ANNUAL GIVING for 2025 
Old Durham Church, Nanjemoy, Maryland 
‘Feeding Souls Since 1661, that all may feast at God’s table’



Worship: together we offer 
praise, lament, and 
thanksgiving to God through 
music, prayer, beauty, and 
silence.

Outreach: We serve our 
neighbors through Joe’s Place 
Food Pantry, meals, donations 
to our local elementary school, 
and through the ministries and 

missions of our diocese.

Inreach: We rejoice with our fellow 
parishioners who rejoice and weep 
with those who weep, and we 
strive to grow into the full stature 
of Christ through on-going 
Christian education and formation.

Stewardship: We care for the gifts 
entrusted to us by keeping the lights 
on, the rain off, the grass cut, and the 

bills paid for our historic church 
building, the cemetery, the rectory, 

and the parish hall.



SOURCES AND USES 
OF FUNDS IN 2025 
How we use and care for the gifts that God has entrusted to us matters. It 

reflects our faith in God’s on-going generosity towards us, our gratitude 
for our blessings, and our priorities as a community of followers of 

Christ.  This material on this sheet offers an overview of our parish’s use and 
care of our financial resources in 2025.  We are grateful for your dedicated 
service and financial support of ‘Old Durham.’ 

WHERE OUR MONEY COMES FROM 
The bulk of our money comes from pledges.  The 
Vestry uses the pledged income to establish a 
budget for the year.  Other sources of income 
include our investments and rental income and 
gifts made to the parish and to Joe’s Place.  We 
cannot make plans based on gifts, but they are 
welcome reminders of God’s on-going provision 
for us.  

Notes to the income chart. The income illustrated 
by the pie chart totals $135,106.  This represents operating income only, and does 
not include projected investment income of $6347 for the parish and $6981 for the 
cemetery.  It also excludes directed gifts and money collected for specific purposes 
like purchasing school supplies and holiday dinners for local families.  “Pledges” is 
the amount pledged for 2025; 28 households returned pledge cards for 2025, 
committing $100,418 to the mission and ministry of ‘Old Durham.’  “Gifts” is 
composed of donations to Joe’s Place and undesignated gifts. “Rent” is rent 
received from the Rectory tenants.   
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HOW WE USE OUR MONEY 
The parish budget does not support 
people and buildings as ‘ends’ in 
themselves, but as instruments of God.  
The clergy and staff stipends are therefore 
split out into the ministries that those 
people perform.  Likewise, the cost of 
maintaining the buildings and grounds is 
mostly split out into the ways in which the 
buildings and grounds are used to glorify 

God and serve our neighbors.  

Outreach encompasses things we do to build connections, share, and “live” our 
faith with our local community. 
Inreach encompasses things we do to learn more about our faith, to stay 
connected to one another within the parish, and to care for one another within 
the parish. 
Worship encompasses things we do together as a worshiping body, mostly on 
Sunday mornings. 
Stewardship encompasses our responsible care of the property and assets with 
which we have been entrusted. 

Notes to the expenditures chart.  The expenses illustrated by the pie chart 
total $135,521.  This represents the parish operating budget plus a projected 
amount for Joe’s Place expenditures in the amount of $7457. (Even though we 
don’t carry it in the budget on our books, Joe’s Place is a major and defining 
ministry of the church to which many parishioners specifically contribute in 
addition to their pledges.) 
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Frequently Asked Questions About Pledging

What is a pledge? A pledge is a promise to contribute a certain amount of 
money to the church in the coming year.  If your financial circumstances 
change over the course of year, you may adjust the amount of your pledge. 

Why should I pledge? Making a pledge is a way of responding with thanks to 
God for the material blessings in your life and affirming your support of the 
mission and ministries of the church.  The church plans its staffing and 
ministries for the year based on pledged income.  

How is pledging different from putting money in the collection plate? 
“Loose-plate” giving—money sent to the church or put in the collection plate 
not in fulfillment of a formal pledge for the year—is certainly welcome but 
cannot be used as a basis for planning for the coming year. 

Does everyone pledge? The great majority of our active parishioners pledge, 
as do the clergy. Our goal is for every household to show support for the 
ministry of the church by pledging. 

How much should I pledge? For first-time pledgers, the act of pledging may 
be more important than the amount, because it reflects a personal 
commitment to the life of the church. “Proportional giving” is a way of giving 
that starts from the question, “How has God blessed me?” rather than, “What 
does the church need?” Then the decision is made to return a proportion (or 
percent) of our material blessings to God in gratitude. The Biblical standard is 
the tithe, or ten percent.   

How do I make and fulfill a pledge? You can make a pledge by completing 
a pledge card. Cards are provided to all parish households in the fall. 
Complete and sign the card, then return it to the church office either 
electronically or by mail. You can fulfill your pledge either by PayPal or by 
check. Please note “pledge” in the memo line of your payment. 

Can the church accept non-cash gifts and/or electronic payments? Yes. The 
church can accept appreciated stocks and similar financial instruments. Note 
on your pledge card how you would like to fulfill your pledge, and we will get 
in touch with you to work out the details.



In considering why I give to my parish, I came up with the following: 
No. 10: It’s a habit. It’s how I was raised. From my earliest days in Sunday school at 
Holy Faith in Inglewood, California, I remember folding little blue mite boxes for 
depositing my weekly offering every Lent.  
No. 9: The Bible tells me so. From kindergarten in a little Christian School to my 
master’s at Fuller Theological Seminary, I learned that the Bible teaches us to give 
back. Sharing my resources is clearly a biblical value.  
No. 8: Giving to my parish is fun. Stewardship at All Saints always involves a party. As 
our rector said in a recent sermon, Jesus’ parables often ended in a party. And as I 
understand it, heaven is going to be one mega-party. 
No. 7: Giving to my parish feels good. I think Jesus was on to something when he 
said it is more blessed to give than to receive. And studies show that people who give 
live longer. 
No. 6: I give to change the world. My parish is plugged in to where I can make the 
most difference in addressing the world’s greatest needs. My parish stretches me. 
No. 5: My parish is my community. I have made lifelong friends there; I was married 
there, and will be buried there. At my parish I’m part of something larger than myself.  
No. 4: My parish is inclusive and not only with a capital “I.” I was tenderly included 
when I was out of work, when I battled cancer, and when my husband died.  
No. 3: I’ve been blessed and want to be a blessing to others. I am 
blessed to be able to continue to tithe my income in my 
retirement. My parish is a priority in my budget.  
No. 2: I want to leave a legacy. I am indebted to visionary 
parishioners from whom I inherited the church I love. I owe the 
same to future generations. 
No. 1:  I give because I was asked. In turn I’d like to 
ask you. Won’t you join me in pledging your financial 
support on this awesome journey of faith?

Why do I give to my parish?  
A reflection by Cathy Clement, the retired Director of Philanthropy at Five Acres, a child-abuse prevention, treatment and 
education center in Altadena, CA, and a member of All Saints Church, Pasadena.
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